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P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

Dear CARTA Loyal Community,

Thank you for your love, nurturing, and dedication to our Association,

for allowing it to be and to grow by attending CARTA Conferences a

year after year to share your latest research findings and achievements,

for instilling love for Russian Studies in your students, for preparing

materials to exhibit, and for investing your time, effort, and finances to

make our annual gatherings successful. Equally, if not more important,

your participation has facilitated the growth of CARTA’s legacy,

preserving the spirit of a family, sharing ups and downs, praising each

other’s victories, and grieving together the losses of loved ones.

Precisely those features were at the heart of CARTA’s 26th Conference

in early April 2024. For the second time in a row, Oklahoma acted as a

host state, opening the riches of its second largest city, Tulsa, to the

attendees. The enthusiastic Local Committee led by Maria Yevtushenko

was on hand to make the participants feel welcome and comfortable.

Letter From The President
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They provided flowers and transportation to the events outside the hotel, arranged for beautiful Tulsa

University folders, and helped with the many important things that made the Conference run smoothly. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend our thanks and appreciation to a donor, who chose to remain

anonymous, for providing a substantial sum of money to allow us to hold a nice Opening Reception at the

hotel.

A week before the Reception, two important things happened: a virtual session for international

colleagues and the fourth Yevgeniy Yevtushenko Poetry Recital Contest. The first event allowed us to

listen to papers presented by our international colleagues, while the second gave an opportunity to

students from several universities and a high school to show their talents in reciting beautiful Russian

verses.

Friday, the first Conference Day at the venue, turned out to be really busy. The Board began its work

early in the morning. In the afternoon, a group of twenty gathered for a tour of the Woody Guthrie

Museum. We were fortunate to have a very artistic and passionate tour guide who recited many known

and less known lines from Woody’s songs, while offering his personal comments demonstrating the

relevance of those works for today’s life. From there, the group moved to the Yevgeniy Yevtushenko

commemorative bench in Woodward Park, where we raised a Champagne toast to the memory of that

great poet. Zhenya Yevtushenko, Junior, then recited his dad’s very famous poem «Идут белые снеги...». 

The day climaxed with an Opening Reception with savory food and drinks, providing a relaxing

atmosphere while the guests enjoyed an excellent performance by ECU Showtime and a skit presented by

ECU students. The group cheered the bravest who accepted my invitation to dance “Letka-jenka” with me

and my students.

«Проходит год, как день,
То длится день, как год,
И, оглянувшись, 
              можно убедиться,
Что время то ползет,
То медленно идёт,
То будто слишком 
               быстро мчится...»
                     Леонид Утёсов
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The following Saturday and Sunday were regular “work days” filled with sessions, discussions, exhibits,

awards, presentations, and traditional get-togethers after hours as we all worked for our common goals.

For example, after listening to a paper on Yevgeniy Vodolazkin, participants could purchase a copy of his

work from one of CARTA’s exhibitors, Bergstrom Press. On Saturday evening, Zhenya Yevtushenko hosted

a Poetry Parlor giving an opportunity to those who attended to read Russian classic poems as well as

their own compositions. That was a lovely evening, one of the highlights of an outstanding Conference!

In closing, I would like to express my deepest appreciation and thank you to the CARTA Board,

presenters, exhibitors, performers, journal and newsletter editors, contest judges, and volunteers. We

should also remember the donors and sponsors who provided auction items and door prizes, helping to

create this professional feast for all of us!

As I am writing this letter, the preparations are underway for the CARTA Conference 2025.

I look forward to seeing you in Kansas City!

Sincerely, 

Mara Sukholutskaya, CARTA President

Conference presentersZhenya Yevtushenko Jr.
recites his dad’s poem

ECU Showtime performs
“Подмосковные вечера”

Poetry Recital Awards
Presentation

Yevgeniy Yevtushenko commemorative
bench in Woodward Park
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CARTA Awards

Marita Nummikoski, Emerita, 

University of Texas, San Antonio

Excellence in Teaching Russian Award

Alvin Turner, ECU 

Dean Emeritus

Friend of CARTA Award

The Yevtushenko Family

Friend of CARTA Award

Below are some of the comments about the CARTA 2024.

“This has been an exciting and enriching conference. I was glad to see familiar and new colleagues

again. Thank you for your wonderful organization and care.”

“Very friendly and warm atmosphere. Professional, interesting, high-quality presentations.”

“CARTA was great as always. The Board and the President are doing a wonderful job.”

“CARTA has so many interesting presenters. Hard to imagine a more stimulating conference.”

“I was so happy to receive a stipend for my presentation. Very generous!”

Your CARTA 2024 evaluations and comments

CARTA 2024 participants
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Yevgeny Yevtushenko Poetry Recital Contest Winners 2024

Olivia Hunley (gold), 
East Central University, OK

(in the center)

The student poetry recital contest is organized to honor the memory of CARTA’s Honorary member and
world-renowned poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko.

Special Prize 
for Poem Selection

The Yevtushenko Family Award

GOLD      Olivia Hunley, East Central University, OK, «Перчатка» (Glove) 

                 by Mikhail Lermontov

GOLD      Sofia Diaz, University of Mississippi, «Мне нравится, что вы 

                 больны не мной» (I Like That You Are Not Sick Over Me) 

                 by Marina Tsvetaeva
               

SILVER   Jackson McArthur, University of Mississippi, «Мне нравится, 

                 когда мне кто-то нравится» (I Like When I Like Someone) 

                 by Yevgeny Yevtushenko

SILVER   Mark Kricsfeld, Blue Valley Northwest High School, 

                  Overland Park, KS, «Когда я вернусь» (When I Come Back) 

                  by Aleksandr Galich

BRONZE Isaiah Land, United States Air Force Academy, CO, «О тебе» 

                 (About You) by Nikolai Gumilyov

BRONZE Jacob Horvath, University of Central Florida, «Людей 

                 неинтересных в мире нет» (There Are No Uninteresting People) 

                 by Yevgeny Yevtushenko

Jackson McArthur (silver) and
Sofia Diaz (gold),

University of Mississippi
(from left to right)

            

Jackson McArthur, University of

Mississippi, «Мне нравится, когда мне кто-

то нравится» (I Like When I Like Someone)

Jacob Horvath, University of Central

Florida, «Людей неинтересных в мире нет»

(There Are No Uninteresting People)

Olivia Hunley, East Central University, OK, 

«Перчатка» (Glove) by Mikhail Lermontov

 Isaiah Land (bronze),
United States Air Force

Academy, CO

Mark Kricsfeld (silver), 
Blue Valley Northwest 

High School

Jacob Horvath (bronze),
University of Central
Florida (on the right)

Poetry recital contest judges: 
Maria Yevtushenko (chair), Sally
Ziebell, and Tatiana Karmanova 
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Board Members Emeriti
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Current CARTA Board 

Sukholutskaya, Mara

President, Ph.D., East Central

University, Ada, OK

Long, Michael

Vice-President, Publications

Chair, Ph.D., Baylor University,

Waco, TX 

Nummikoski, Marita

Treasurer and Grants Chair,

Emerita, University of Texas, 

San Antonio

Schefski, Harold

Membership, Awards, and

Evaluations Chair, Ph.D.

Emeritus, California State

University, Long Beach

Iepuri, Valentina

Publicity Chair and the

Webmaster, Ph.D. The University

of Mississippi

Scanlan, Tatiana 

By-Laws and Nominations Chair,

Local Chair, University of Kansas

Lindsey, Byron 

Emeritus, University of New Mexico

Lonard, Larry 

Emeritus, Kansas Public Schools

Ziebell, Sally 

Emerita, Charter Public School, Oklahoma City

& American Community School, England

The purpose of our organization is to consolidate and coordinate the efforts of the Russian language and

area studies educators from and within the eight CARTA states, in order to enhance and expand Russian

studies in the region, to provide professional and moral support for existing programs, and to create new

programs of need and interest to students at all levels of public, private, secondary, and higher

educational institutions. The additional benefits would be an exchange of educational programs, ideas,

and techniques. 

CARTA mission



The following conference outline might be helpful for
your conference-related plans. All times are listed in
the Central Standard Time. All listed events (except the
Workshop and Tour) are included with the conference
registration. Even though there might be small
changes, the outline will give you a good idea of what
will be happening.

March 29, Saturday
Zoom panel for international participants: 8AM
(link will be provided)
Poetry Recital Contest (Zoom): 1PM

April 3, Thursday
CARTA Board Meeting

April 4, Friday
CARTA Board meeting (Marriott Country Club
Plaza)
Registration: 1-5PM (Marriott Country Club Plaza)
Walk Around the Rock and Walk Around the Block
Tour (please register if you plan to attend): 2-4PM
Opening Reception (hors d’oeuvres, cash bar,
cultural program) (Marriott Country Club Plaza):
7PM

April 5, Saturday
Sessions and panels: 8AM-6PM (Marriott Country
Club Plaza)
Exhibits: 8AM-5PM
Awards Luncheon: 12-2PM (Marriott Country Club
Plaza)
Coffee Break

April 6, Sunday
Breakfast: 7-8AM (Marriott Country Club Plaza)
Sessions and panels: 8AM-1PM
Exhibits: 8AM-12PM
CARTA Auction
Drawings for door prizes
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2025 CONFERENCE OUTLINE

The conference will be held at 4445 Main St.,
Kansas City, MO 64111. Rooms have been pre-
booked at the special rate of $145, single or
double occupancy. Breakfast is included with
the room rate. Make your reservations no later
than 5:00 pm on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, by
calling the hotel at 800-810-3708 and asking
for the CARTA Room Block.

A student poetry reading competition will
precede the event on March 29, 1-3 pm.
Presenters will come from all over the U.S. and
will also include international participants.
The local chair is Maria Yevtushenko, Tulsa
Public Schools.

Conference registration
Advanced 
Members $100
Non-Members $150
Students $50
Retirees $75
International Virtual $50
On-Site Registration: $175 
Registration includes an opening reception,
Saturday luncheon and keynote address,
Sunday breakfast, and cultural program.

Renew your membership
Please, make sure to renew your CARTA
membership. See the rates below:
Pre-college teacher, Instructor, Lecturer $25
Associate professor, Full professor $40
Lifetime $400
Retired, Student $20
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Some of the Conference 2025 Highlights
Petrushka: A Puppet or a Real Person in Russian Culture?

Presenter: Olga Butyrskaya Scarborough (Air Force Academy, CO)

A Peek Into Psychiatric Care: Soviet Union vs. Modern Russia

Presenters: Dani Brecheen (East Central University, OK) 

Proverbial Worldview as a Source of Traditional Values 

(Based on Russian and Uzbek Languages)

Presenter: Abdullaeva Ra’no Xikmatovna (Samarkand State University, Uzbekistan)

Day of the Oprichnik: What do Marquis de Sade, Solzhenitsyn, and Sorokin 

Have in Common?

Presenter: Tatiana Karmanova (Emerita, CSU San Bernardino, CA)

Russian Through Cinema: Teaching New Online Course in Wartime

Presenter: Irina Six (University of Kansas)

The Artistic Translation of Evgeny Vodolazkin’s Prose Novels “Laurel,” “Aviator,”

“Brisbane”, and “Justification of the Island”

Presenter: Rafael Guzman Tirado (Granada University, Spain) 

Make Plans to Attend a Pre-Conference Workshop/Tour

on April 4, 2025, Friday, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Dr. Al Turner will guide a tour featuring a huge malachite taza at

the Linda Hall library, followed by a guided walk through the

Country Club Plaza. The taza was purportedly gifted to an

American ambassador to Russia in 1910 by Czar Nicholas II and

was subsequently acquired by the library. It is approximately

6'6" in height and 5' in diameter.

 

The Plaza opened in 1923 as one of the first outdoor suburban

shopping centers in the United States. It encompasses a 14-

block area with forty fountains and sculptures. The prevalent

Baroque and Moorish Revival architecture is represented in

twelve towers, numerous high-end retail establishments, and

offices interspersed with sidewalk cafes. The Plaza was named in

the Project for Public Spaces list of sixty World's Great Places.

Pre-Conference Workshop/Tour: 
WALK AROUND the Rock and WALK AROUND the BLOCK



Relax in sophisticated style at the Kansas City Marriott Country Club

Plaza. Created to empower the modern traveler, our pet-friendly hotel in

Kansas City features spacious rooms and suites with intelligent design,

plush bedding and ergonomic workspaces. Go for unexpected twists on

classic American fare on-site at Main Street Grill and M.I. Greatroom, or

try KC Plaza restaurants nearby. Stay active during your stay with cardio

equipment and free weights at our on-site fitness center. Experience the

best of Kansas City with attractions like Country Club Plaza, Kauffman

Stadium, Arrowhead Stadium, T-Mobile Center, and Power and Light

nearby. Enjoy your meal in the comfort of your room with our contactless

room service delivery. Stream your favorite movies and TV shows on flat-

screen smart TVs with premium channels. Take care of business during

your stay with spacious workstations and free high-speed Wi-Fi.

Dining at Kansas City Marriott Country Club Plaza

Main Street Grill offers unexpected twists on classic American fare in a warm atmosphere. Savor

favorites or try something new before heading out to take in the sights and sounds of Kansas City. Room

service available. Mon-Fri - 6:30 AM-10:00 AM, Sat-Sun 7:00 AM-11:00 AM

M.I. Greatroom. Mix and mingle with specialty cocktails and light bites in the inviting atmosphere of

the M.I. Greatroom. A sophisticated space to network with colleagues, catch up with friends, or enjoy

some solitude. Happy Hour Specials: 5-7 PM. Room service available. Mon-Thu, Sun - 3:00 PM-10:00 PM,

Fri-Sat - 3:00 PM-12:00 AM

Cafe Express Featuring Starbucks (Coffee House). Grab your favorites on the go at our on-site coffee

house, Café Express. Serving Starbucks® coffee, freshly baked pastries, tasty snacks, and more light

options, Café Express makes it easy to stay energized for a productive day in Kansas City. Everyday - 6:30

AM-2:00 PM
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The Conference Hotel
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Some Interesting Places to Visit in Kansas City, MO

This museum is known for its encyclopedic collection

of art from nearly every continent and culture, and

especially for its extensive collection of Asian art. In

2007, Time magazine ranked the museum's new Bloch

Building number one on its list of "The 10 Best (New

and Upcoming) Architectural Marvels," which

considered candidates from around the globe. 

Address: 4525 Oak St, Kansas City, MO

Hours: Thu-Fri 10AM-9PM, Sat-Mon 10AM-5PM.

816-751-1278.

Country Club Plaza

Museum at Prairiefire 

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art

The Spanish-inspired style at the Country Club Plaza

has wowed visitors for decades, from Giralda Tower

to fountains large and small, making it one of KC’s

most lauded neighborhoods. Explore 15 blocks of

shopping, dining, architecture, and traditions. 

Address: 4706 Broadway Blvd, Kansas City, MO

This stunning Natural History Museum and regional

landmark is located in the Prairiefire Entertainment

District. The museum is a 42,000-square-foot facility

that opened in May 2014 and has received honors for

its architectural style. 913-333-3500.

Address: 5661 W 135th St., Overland Park, KS

Hours: Mon-Sat 10AM-5PM, Sun 12-5PM.

National WWI Museum & Memorial

Standing high along the Kansas City skyline is the

Liberty Memorial, one of the most recognizable sights

in the city and part of the wonderful National WWI

Museum and Memorial, located on a commanding

height dominating Penn Valley Park.

Address: 2 Memorial Drive, Kansas City, MO

Hours: Tues-Sun 10AM-5PM. 816-888-8100.

The Central Library at 10th and Baltimore includes 

a parking garage clad with a Community Bookshelf.

Stairs in the center are shaped like books, flanked 

by a green space with benches and trees. 

Hours: Thu-Sat 9AM-5PM, 1-5PM. 8167013400.

Kansas City Public Library (Central)
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CARTA Rememebers

С глубоким прискорбием мы узнали о кончине профессора Татьяны
Философовой. В это трудно поверить, ведь она всегда была энергичной,
деятельной, полной жизни и ещё совсем молодой. 

Мы познакомились с Татьяной Философовой на одной из конференций
Центральной ассоциации преподавателей русского языка Америки (КАРТА)
более десяти лет тому назад. Таня часто выступала на наших конференциях с
интересными докладами по методике преподавания русского языка. Она была
жизнерадостным, творческим и неутомимым преподавателем, которого
обожали студенты и очень ценили и уважали коллеги.

Татьяна Философова (1959 - 2024)

Татьяна Философова

Несмотря на свою большую занятость, она находила время для исследовательской
работы, постоянно интересовалась новыми тенденциями в методике преподавания и работала над
созданием новых учебных материалов для студентов. Её пособие по грамматике русского языка
востребовано как преподавателями, так и студентами во многих университетах США. Оно является
большим подспорьем в изучении языка.

Благодаря усилиям Татьяны в университете северного Техаса в течение нескольких
лет действовала замечательная программа StarTalk, которой Татьяна также руководила. Эта программа
дала возможность многим старшеклассникам начать изучение русского языка.

За отличные успехи в преподавании русского языка Татьяна Философова была удостоена особой
награды нашей ассоциации - Excellence in Teaching Russian Award.

Таня была отзывчивым, добрым человеком, внимательным ко всем, кто её окружал. Она была
бесконечно предана своей профессии. Мы глубоко скорбим о её таком раннем уходе и выражаем наши
искренние соболезнования родным и близким. Светлая память о Татьяне останется в наших сердцах.

Don Dyer, Tamara Karakozova, and Valentina Iepuri received a STARTALK federal grant. The Department

of Modern Languages at the University of Mississippi will host the Mississippi Russian STARTALK Pathways

program this summer, June 16-27, 2025. The program will provide up to twenty rising high school sophomores

and juniors with two weeks of intensive instruction in basic Russian on the campus of the University of Mississippi

as well as opportunities outside the classroom to deepen their understanding of Russian culture. Students

accepted into the program will receive full funding for participation, which includes housing and meals.

Valentina Iepuri and Don Dyer wrote an article Languages on the Move: The Linguistic Landscape of Moldova

in the Second Decade of the 21st Century. The article is accepted for publication in the international journal

Slavia Meriodonalis, vol. 25, Language of Politics, Language in Politics: Discursive, Multimodal, and Virtual

Realities.

Valentina Iepuri presented papers at three conferences: CARTA- 2024, The 23rd Biennial Conference on Balkan

and South Slavic Linguistics, Literature and Folklore, May 2-4, 2024, Oxford, Mississippi, and at The Central

Slavic Conference, virtual session - Nov. 1-3, 2024, Saint Louis, Missouri.

CARTA Members' News and Accomplishments 



CARTA Members' News and Accomplishments 
Michael Long was appointed for a third 3-year term as Chair of the Department of Modern Languages and

Cultures at Baylor University. Long coedited—with Julie deGraffenried (Baylor)—a volume of original research

articles titled Freedom of Conscience in (Post)Soviet Space: the Legacy of Michael Bourdeaux and the Keston

Archive (Northern Illinois University Press/Cornell University Press), to be published with a release date in late

spring, early summer 2025. Long’s article titled “Overcoming One’s Own Fear: Exile Publishing, Samizdat, and the

Illegal Transport of Literature to Czechoslovakia, 1971-1989,” is included in the volume.

Mara Sukholutskaya developed a course that explores rich Russian culture in the USA as its focal point. The

major part of the course was a five-day trip that included Slavic sites in Kansas, Missouri, Minnesota, and

Oklahoma. The participants learned about the place of the first socialist paper (Girard, KS); admired a spectacular

malachite taza in Kansas City, MO; enjoyed late Soviet-time paintings at the Russian Art Museum in Minneapolis

and toured a hundred-year-old Cyril and Methody Russian Orthodox church in Hartshorne, Oklahoma. Dining at

authentic restaurants was an additional benefit.

The textbook Russian through Film (Routledge) that Irina Six co-authored with Anna Kudyma and Irina Walsh

has received the 2024 AATSEEL Award for Best Book in Second Language Acquisition. Using this textbook, Irina

was awarded a CREES grant to develop the online course Russian through Film. 

Elena Doshlygina was promoted to Applied Professor of Russian in the School of Language and Literature at the

University of Tulsa. 

Jill Neuendorf graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee's Translation and Interpreting Studies

Program with a master's degree in translation from Russian to English. She translated four articles for Russian

Life, the textbook The Physics of Planet Earth and Its Natural Wonders by Dmitry Livanov, and won first place in

the Third Annual International Film Translation Contest "Babylon V" in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Alla Kourova published Bridging Cultures in Business Russian through the Research-Based Approach and

Journey through the Russian Language: A Comprehensive Reading Textbook. Two of her students have received

Fulbright awards: one is a Fulbright Teaching Assistant in Kazakhstan, and another is a Fulbright Researcher in

Kirgizstan.

Iuliia Rychkova has published a co-authored article in the Russian Language Journal on AI-powered writing

assignments for intermediate and advanced Russian learners. 

M A R C H ,  2 0 2 5 V O L U M E  2 4  I S S U E  1P A G E  1 2

Бахтиёр Гафуров Получил степень доктора филологических наук и должность профессора кафедры узбекского

языка и литературы, русского и английского языков Бухарского государственного медицинского института им.

Абу Али ибн Сино в Узбекистане. Выпустил два учебника: «Современные тенденции мировой литературы» и

«Русский язык» (для студентов медицинских вузов) и монографию «Медицинская лексика в рекламном

дискурсе: дефиниция, вербализация, принципы исследования (на материале русского и узбекского языков)». 

Hi, I’m Iuliia Rychkova, a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Mississippi and the editor of this newsletter

issue. I hope you enjoyed reading the newsletter that we put together for you. The year of 2024 was truly

eventful, and we are proud of your news, experiences, and achievements. Please enjoy the CARTA 2025

conference. We look forward to seeing you again in 2026.




